A Fiction

Mary

Mar Y'S parents are in a loveless marriage. As the second-born, female child,
she 1s neglected; her education 1s self-directed from books, nature, and her own
mchinations. Her inclinations, however, are towards genius and religion. Mary
becomes the heiress of her parents' fortune when her brother dies. To keep the
tamily property together due to litigation, her parents marry her to a boy she has
never met. After the ceremony, he goes to the Continent, and Mary devotes
herself to her weak, sickly friend, Ann.

mon

She 1s disgusted with the thought of living with her husband - a weak, shallow .
man. Strong love for Ann, love for a "better’ man, religion, and benevolence
support Mary through a life on the run from conventional duty.
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